Beautification Committee
Wednesday, January 13, 2021
6:00 p.m.

The Beautification Committee met on Wednesday, December 16, 2020 via zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83409364586 at 6:00 p.m. 
Call to order:   City Clerk Barfield called the meeting to order.
Roll call:	Committee members in attendance were Bonnie Post, Felicia Amann, Rhonda Blankenship, Matt Lowry.     Other City officials present:   Alderman Stotler, City Clerk Barfield.
Minutes

Motion made by Bonnie, seconded by Felicia to approve the minutes from December 16, 2020.   A voice vote was taken with an affirmative result. 

New Business

a.  Elect a chairperson
City Clerk Barfield stated that Angie Hardcastle resigned.  The Committee needs to elect a Chairperson.  The floor was opened for nominations.  Rhonda nominated Bonnie Post as chair.  This was seconded by Matt.  There were no other nominations for chair.  Bonnie stated she has also joined the Meramec Valley Historical & Genealogy Society and was concerned about having time for both.  She agreed to chair the committee temporarily until more people are joining them.  The floor was closed for nominations.  

City Clerk Barfield stated that Jessica Hulbert has also been appointed to the committee.  Jessica contacted her and has been unable to take her oath.  She was sent the link and advised she could still join the committee just could not vote yet.  At that time, she was not on the zoom.

Old Business

a.  Butterfly project

Chairman Post stated this project was being worked on by Amy who is no longer on the committee.  She asked for any suggestions on this.  Matt suggested setting this aside and focusing on the Route 66 signs instead.  Committee members agreed.  This will be removed from the agenda.

b.  Jersey barricades

Chairman Post stated she would like to eventually pursue this, but needs sketches to move forward and more research.  She suggested this be moved to unfinished business on the agenda.  

c.   New project ideas

Chairman Post asked if anyone had any new project ideas.  She suggested flowers up by the Red Cedar area.  Matt stated he was still working on the concept of the Route 66 emblem painted on Route 66.  He was hoping to write a letter to the Aldermen.  There was discussion about Steak-n-Shake having a red, white and blue emblem on their lot with picnic benches for outside dining.  Matt stated the actual Route 66 emblem is white paint only on the pavement.  Rhonda suggested across from Brown Jerry’s there is a huge oak tree that looked like it would be nice to make into a picnic area.  City Clerk Barfield will try to see who owns this.  

d.  Planting wildflowers at Liberty Field

Felicia stated she did a cost comparison and spoke with Shaw Nature Reserve and a representative from the Department of Conservation.  To prepare the land will cost approximately $ 3,000 depending on how large the space is.  She was advised with urban projects it is harder to maintain the area because of invasive species.  She’s not sure there would be a cost benefit here.  Other places were discussed such as Blackburn Park, or by the Wintec and Jensen’s Point area.  Felicia suggested more of a planting at Blackburn Park rather than a seeding.  

Miscellaneous

a.  Board of Adjustment – Chairman Post asked how the committee felt regarding additional signs.  There is a developer, Rolwes, who is requesting a variance for additional signage around town to advertise for the homes they are selling.  Discussion followed regarding the additional clutter of signs at intersections etc.  Motion made by Matt, seconded by Bonnie for the Committee to submit a letter to the Board of Adjustment to recommend they deny this variance request.  A voice vote was taken with an affirmative result.  
b.  Adopt a Highway – Chairman Post stated by US Silica there is a sign that is out of date and has not been updated.  MoDot is behind in updating these.  
c. Camera’s at the Commuter lot – there continues to be dumping at the commuter lot in spite of the effort of additional signage.  Chairman Post thought the only way to stop this would be for camera’s to be installed.  Committee member agreed to make a recommendation to the Board of Aldermen that cameras be installed at the commuter lot.  Motion made by Felicia, seconded by Matt to recommend this to the Board. A voice vote was taken with an affirmative result.  
d.  Porta-potties at Adams Garden and Jensen Point – Chairman Post stated in Glenco they either have temporary structures around their bathrooms, or they are camouflaged or more decorative.  She thought we could do something for both these areas like that.  Matt suggested contacting the vendor as they may have some examples. City Clerk Barfield stated these are rented from Septic Services.  
Felicia had to leave the meeting.

There being no further business, motion made by Matt, seconded by Rhonda to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m.  
